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SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM 
(Science and Art Department). 


LOCAL METROPOLITAN MUSEUMS, 
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me ate 


REPORT 


or Tun 


Proceevtnes held in the Lecrune Terarnae, Souru 
Kensinoton, on Saturday, 6th May 1865, 


Tur LORD PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL ts tae CHa 


The proceedings commenced at Twelve o'clock. 
The mecting was convened in pursuance of the 
following circular : 
“* May 1865. 


“ I am directed by the Lords of the Com- 
“« mittee of Council on Education to inform you that 
“ their Lordships have had before them the several 
‘ communications they have from time to time re- 
“ ceived respecting the establishment of Suburban 
“ Museums of Science and Art, and are considering 
‘‘ how the Iron Building of the South Kensington 
** Museum may be made useful for the purpose. 
“ My Lords having been informed that you are 
“ interested in the proposed establishment of these 
“ Museums, trust that they may be favoured with 
“your presence at a meeting, to be held in the 
“ Lecture Theatre of the South Kensington Museum, 


“ on Saturday, the 6th of May, at 12 o'clock. 
12527. A 
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« The Lord President will be happy to hear that 
ere able to meet him on this occasion to discuss 
“ the ubject m 

— I have the honour to be 
« Your obedient servant, 
“ Henry Core.” 


The following noblemen and gentlemen were 


present — 

A. S. Ayrton, M.P.; J. J. Briscoe, M.P.; the 
Right Hon. H. A. Bruce, the Vice President of the 
Committee of Council on Education ; the Right Hon. 
W. F. Cowper, M.P.; Lord Ebury, M.P.; 
Henry Lennox, M.P.; Harvey Lewis, M.P.; John 
Locke, Q.C., M.P.; Francis S. Powell, M.P.; Alder- 
man Salomons, M.P.; W. Tite, M.P. 

Reverends Hugh Allen, D.D., Southwark; John 
Bowstead, St. pote Southwark; Baldwin Brown; 
Hamlet Clark, Quebec Chapel, Marylebone ; William 
Dorling; T. W. Fowle, Trinity, Hoxton ; Newman 
Hall, LL.8.; Septimus Hansard, Rector, Bethnal 
Green; Dr. Hewlett, Tredegar Square, E.; James 
McC. Hussey, Christchurch, North Brixton; J. T. 
Jeffcock, St. Saviours, Hoxton ; John Kennedy, ee 
ney; J. Lingham, Lambeth; George H. McGill, 
Christ Church, Watney Street; W. B. Mackenzie, 
St. James’, Holloway; R. farshall Martin, Ber- 
mondsey; T. J. Rowsell; Robert Spears, Minister 
of Stamford Street Chapel; A. B. Suter, Spitalfields ; 
John Tagg, St. John’s, Bethnal Green; Lewin 
Tugwell, St. Andrew, Lambeth ; W. Tyler. 

essrs. Charles Alderton, Clerkenwell; Joseph 
Berdoe (Capt.); Dr. T. E. Bowkett ; Antonio Brady ; 
Admiralty, Somerset House; E. P. Loftus Brock, 
Secretary South London Museum Society ; John 
Chisholm, Holloway; John Corderoy, Kennington ; 
Geo. Cruikshank ; Edmund Hay Currie, Hon. Secre- 
y Metropolitan Adult Education Association; G.H. 
Davis, M.D.; F. J. Dove, Islington ; J. B. Downing ; 
ndrew Dunn ; Fred. Dyer, “South London J las 
m. H. Fell; Francis H. Fowler, M.1.B.A.; Dr. 
jiles, Hackney ; George Godwin, F.R.S. ; Ferdinand 
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Grat, Southwark; T. C. Heller; W. Hislop; A. J. 
Beresford Hope, F.S.A.; W. A. Hows, Kin land ; 
Robert Hudson, Clapham Common; W. T. Iliff, 
M.D.; E. D. Johnson, F.R.A.S., Clerkenwell; W.G. 
Kent ; George King; G. J. Knight, sen., Cambri 
Road; J. Baxter Eorietens Lincoln's Inn; Captain 
Littlehales, R.N.; Benj. Lucraft; B. Marriott ; 
Henry Maudslay, C.E., Lambeth; Dr. Millar, Beth- 
nal House, Cambridge Road; W.H. Miller, Lambeth ; 
Richard Moreland, CE. Old Street; John Mumford ; 
George M. Murphy, Lambeth; William Myers; 
C. P. Newcombe, Islin n; W. L. Newcombe; 
George Prichard, Stamford Street; Jobn Ratley, 
Hon. Secretary North London Industrial Exhibition ; 
Alexander Rivington; E. Dresser Rogers, South. 
wark; R. W. Roger; Henry H. Sales; J. D'A. 
Samuda, Millwall; W. R. Selway; C. es 
Samuel Sidney; Wm. Martin Smith; E. Southwell ; 
G. C. Steet; William Stutfield; Joseph Surr, jun., 
Islington; Dr. Grainger Tandy, Spital Square ; 
Stephen S. Tayler; George Thorneloe, Strand ; John 
Thwaites, Chairman Metropolitan Board of Works; 
T. Turner; Hugh Wallace, Battersea Park : William 
West; C. J. Whitmore, King’s Cross; F. Wilson, 
Stockwell ; Thomas Winkworth, F.S.A., Canonbury, 

Letters of apology for not being able to attend 
the meeting were received from :— 


The Bisnor or Lonpox, who wrote :— 

“IT am much interested in the object for which it 
“‘ has been called, and shall be glad if it is found 
* practicable to establish Museums of Art and 
“ Science in the various districts of the Metropolis.” 

The Cuancettor or tur Excurgver, who expressed 
himself as being “ sincerely interested in the abies of 
* Suburban Museums.” 

Viscount Enrrecp, M.P. 

Mr. C. Buxrox, M.P. 

Lorp Rapstock. 

How. A. F. Kuxwarap, M.P. 

Sin Coances Eastiaxe, P.R.A., &c. 
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The Lonrp Paestpext rose and said: My Lords 
and Gentlemen—I apprehend we are met together to- 
day to do a little business of a useful character, and 
not to make specches, except as to the point of 
business which now more immediately concerns us. I 
believe you are all fully aware, from the circular you 
have received, of the object of the present meeting. 
We all live in a town of which we are mee : perha 
not of it as the most beautiful capital in the 
world; but it is the yo and richest, and after all 
is a very comfortable old town. But the misfortune 
is that there are some inconveniences about it. We 
have some magnificent collections of works of art in 
this rye a I do not think there is a finer col- 
lection to be found than is to be met with in the 
British Museum, We have recently founded a 
National Gallery, and in some quarters it has been 
felt that the collection has not been housed as it ought 
to be. We also prepared for the collection which was 
established here a few years ago at South Kensington. 
We have got a building here of which the drawing on 
the board behind me is the ground plan, which I can- 
not much recommend as being remarkably beautiful ; 
but simple and plain as it is it has been of great 
service to us here, and served to house the beginning 
of the collection which has so much grown in extent, 
not only by public ts but very much by the 

t munificence of individuals in gifts, legacies, and 
cans. No doubt the system of metropolitan rail- 
ways now in process of being carried out will tend 
greatly to facilitate the visits of the working classes 
fo this museum from the various districts of 
London; but at the same time it is felt to be 
highly desirable, looking to the enormous enjoy- 
ment this collection has afforded, more especially 


to the immediate vicinity, that these institutions 
should, if possible, be multiplied, so that within 
certain limits they may be more readily available to 
all classes of the community in different districts. 
For this purpose the Department of Science and Art 


applied to the Treasury, the time having happily 
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come when it was thought that we might take down 
these iron buildings and erect one of a more suitable 
character to the purposes to which it is to be devoted. 
We applied for permission, instead of selling the 
buildings for what they would fetch as old materials, 
that they should be disposed of in what we considered 
the more useful and eficial way of apie | 
them in portions that might be available amongst dif- 
ferent districts of the metropolis. Our first plan was 
to give the buildings in perpetuity, under certain 
conditions and restrictions. I may now be allowed 
to state—and I am a the idea did not occur to 
me before, but coming down to this meeting one or 
two suggestions occurred to me—I think the only 
disadvantage of the plan, as far as I can see, is that to 
a certain degree this building I admit has nothing of 
beauty in it; and I, ~ ees a be > sorry for 
all eternity to erect ugly buildings in different 

of the pas lis. But l reflected. upon the pod ah 
building has been to us, and I do not myself see why 
this building—plain, simple, and ugly, if you like, as 
it chen not, when divided into parts, acquire a 
new vitality and perform its proper functions with good 
effect. Now, I have very little doubt, when there are 
museums established in the north, the south, and the 
cast of London, that the use these muscums prove to 
be, and the appetites — in eating of the fruits of 
these museums, will very great. To give you 
a popular illustration of this idea, you know the 
principle of Sam Slick, by lendin is clocks and 
requiring no ae bar but coming back a year after, 
he found each household so attached to the clock, 
that nothing would induce them to part with it, and 
they bought it. I think this building might be 
divided into several portions. It is only a crude idea 
of my own, whether, instead of giving it as a whole 
in perpetuity, and making this a permanent building, 
this department could not lend the building, divided 
into five or six portions—either putting them up at 
cur own expense, exacting a certain rent, or sharing 
with the localities the expense of putting them up. 
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But after a certain time, having this building, I have 
no doubt, and Iam confirmed in this opinion by the 
letters we have received from many who take an 
interest in this affair, I have no doubt that when 
the building is once up, it will not be long before a 
valuable collection is brought together within it ; 
and when you commence that collection, the public 
will be like the boy with the piece-of bread-and-butter 
who, when he found a difficulty in apportioning the 
bread to the butter and the butter to the bread, went 
on eating at both sides tillhe got quite his fill; and it 
think it very probable that if you get portions of the 
building large enough to hold a good collection, when 
it overgrows itself, and the pleasure which it affords to 
the locality is experienced, there will be a desire created 
to erect a building in better taste, more handsome, and. 
more worthy of being a thing in perpetuity. This, I 
repeat, is a crude idea which occurred to my mind as I 
was driving down here this morning, but Ishould be glad 
to hear the opinions of some of those present, whether 
they think there 1s something in it which might be 
useful as tending to promote these local collections, 
tending also eventually to get rid of buildings of an 
ugly character. ‘The real object before us to-day 
is to hear statements with regard to the claims of 
different localities for portions of this building. We 
do not wish so much to advance our own opinions to- 
day as to hear statements from others, and I have to 
make the request that such statements and claims 
may hereafter be reduced to writing, in order that 
they may be carefully considered. It is clear that 
what we want is that each district should be properly 
represented in this matter. As to the claims, they 
must, in a great degree, depend upon the sites that 
are available for the purpose, and upon the voluntary 
efforts made for carrying out the plan, as also upon 


other considerations which I have no doubt will be 


brought before us by those who have any plans to 
propose. I have now to request that those who have 
any definite‘ plans to propose, will do so. 

Mr. W. Trre, M.P.: Permit me, my lord, to ask 
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a question—not so much of your lordship as of Mr. 
Cole. Itis this. This building, as we know, is made 
of iron, and it is very desirable, I think, that we should 
know something about its condition. We architects 
know that the durability of iron, even when well 
coated with paint, is very moderate indeed. I want to 
know whether there has been any architectural or 
other professional examination of the building in 
reference to its state of durability, and whether it has 
suffered from rust or is full of holes—as many iron 
roofs that I am acquainted with become affected in 
that way. Although corrugated iron is superior to 
flat plates, yet I have known such roofs to become 
full of holes. 

Mr. Henry Cores, C.B.: I can assure Mr. Tite that 
the building is thoroughly waterproof throughout. It 
has had a good deal of attention paid to it, and the 
outside has been painted every two years. We have 
no reason to think that the iron has been much worn 
during the last ten years—that I know is the opinion 
of Captain Fowke. With respect to the other parts 
of the building, the columns and framings, they are 
just as good as when they were first put up. It is, I 
believe, the opinion of Captain Fowke that in the event 
of the old columns, frames, and flooring being used, it 
would be desirable to put ona different roof rather than 
to repeat the corrugated iron roofing. We found soon 
after we became tenants of the building that the tem- 
perature was very variable, but we have cured that 
completely, and we have a mean temperature which is 
I believe a right one; such temperature would be 
greatly aided by having a plastered ceiling beneath it. 

A GENTLEMAN inquired whether the iron work was 
fastened by rivets or screw bolts; the tearing away of 
the rivets he said would cause considerable damage to 
the edges of the plates of iron. 

The Lorp Prestpent: It is very desirable, no doubt, 
that these practical matters shouldbe brought forward; 
but I think perhaps in our discussion to-day we had 
better adhere to the general purposes for which we 
are met than to go into these details now. 
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Rev. HucuH ALLEN: My lord, a few years ago ye 
was called upon to form part of a deputation in 
reference to the establishment of a museum 1n South 
London, and we were on that occasion very graciously 
received by the noble premier. We were accompanied 
by my friend, the member for Southwark, Mr. Locke, 
and by Mr. Williams, the member for Lambeth, 
lately deceased. ‘T’here was then a very satisfactory 
statement made expressing the conviction of leading 
persons of the south of London that a fair local effort 
could be calculated upon if there was a fair en- 
couragement afforded on the part of the Government, 
and I have no doubt that this proposition will be re- 
ceived by the inhabitants of South London with the 
greatest satisfaction and thankfulness. But having 
myself paid great attention to the subject, I am fully 
assured, knowing South London as I do pretty well, 
that you must give the building as a gift and not as 
» mere loan, because there will necessarily be a great 
deal of expense connected with the re-erection of 
any building you may grant; and we should like to 
make it a little handsome, and if we want to make it 
handsome we shall have to provide the money our- 
-gelyes to do it with. As this scheme has been 
launched before the Treasury I would ask the Council 
to consider well their first thoughts before they go 
to second thoughts on this matter. Then there is 
another question, which, however, I would not bring 
forward unless your lordship thinks I am quite at 
liberty to do so. I don’t know whether it ought to 
be put forward now, and yet [ do not know that your 
lordship would be disinclined to have it mentioned. 
It is in reference to the debate which took place in 
the House of Commons last night; and I for one 
should be glad to know whether there is any truth in 
the intimation surmised in the House, that the National 
Collections in the British Museum are to be taken 
from thence and to be brought down here; for though 
I should be delighted to have local museums, yet as 
a great people we do delight in our great central 
museum being kept up in its integrity. 
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Alderman Satomons: My lord, I rise to order. I 
think we ought not now to go into particular ques- 
tions, but to clear the ground to know what we are 
doing. Witha view to understand what we are doing, 
I did not quite gather what the Treasury are inclined 
to allow your lordship to carry into effect. Is it 
merely the giving of these buildings to the various 
localities that wish for them, or do you convey them 
to the spot and allow them to put them up?” Also, 
whether you will divide the buildings yourselves and 
give them to the parties, or whether they should move 
them at their own expense ? 

The Lorp Present: It is very reasonable that 
these inquiries should be made. With regard to the 
number of the divisions of the building I think there 
is some doubt. 

Lord Exury: Perhaps your lordship, while reply- 
ing to these questions, will also inform us whether the 
building, as a whole, is to be assigned to one locality, 
or what it is susceptible of being divided into, in 
order that we may have some notion of what we are 
doing. | 

The Lorp Prestenr: I was saying, with regard to 
the divisions of the building, there is some doubt, and 
that is a matter which we shall have to consider after 
the applications are received. I apprehend it might 
be divided into three, four, or five portions, and I 
understand the wish of the Treasury to be that in- 
stead of selling the building as old materials at a cer- 
tain sum, but not for so much as they are intrinsically 
worth, but only at a nominal cost, the building 
should be divided into three, four, or even five por- 
tions for the purposes of each district. 

Mr. Brresrorp Hore: Is it open for any district to 
apply for any portion of the building, or is it to be 
restricted to the metropolitan districts alone ? 

The Lorp Presmwwenr: Our present purposes are as 
to London alone. 

Mr. J. Locxr, M.P.: If the building is divided, 
it is obvious, according to the plan before us, it could 
only have three sides at most to it, and part of it 
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would have only two walls to it. if it were taken to 
pieces and put up ‘na different way from what appears 
in that plan. It would, in fact, be only having some 
old materials if divided into five different parts, and 
whoever has them will have to supply a large quantity 
of new materials to complete the thing. ‘The question 
therefore arises In My mind whether it would not be 
cheaper to erect a new building altogether than to 
have certain parts of this old one. If it werea build- 
ing that might be taken down, and if certain compart- 
ments of it would form a perfect building of itself, if 
I say it were so the offer would be more valuable. 
Therefore if there is any person present who could 
explain the precise nature of the building, and how it 
could be divided for the purpose of forming from three 
to five separate buildings, it would, I think, be an 
advantage to those who may have come here prepared | 
to make a proposition for a portion of it. | 

The Lorp Presient: I have requested that 
Captain Fowke should be sent for, as he is better 
able to explain the exact mode in which the building 
may be divided ; but, as Mr. Locke suggests, these 
are. buildings of equal proportions, and may be 
divided into sections according to the number that 
may be proposed. 3 

Mr. Grorce Gopwin: With regard to the building 
itself, it is quite evident, my lord, that there are so 
many iron columns and so many girders. With a 
certain number of columns and girders you may form 
a building. One would like to know what applica- 
tions have really been made to the department for 
the use of this building ? We want to know whether ~ 
South London, or North London, or East London, 
are desirous to have a building of this kind, and 
whether they have made any special application on 
the subject? We want to know what parts of 
London are ready to accept what the Government 
may be willing to grant them? 

Mr. Ayrton, M.P.: I may be pardoned, my lord, 
saying that it is not so easy for us non-professional 
men to understand the character of this building. 


Il 

have been looking at it, and J confess I do not. As 
I understand it, so far, it must be either one building, 
two buildings, or four buildings: but it has not 
entered into my mind to comprehend how it can be 
divided into three buildings ; and, my lord, what we 
really want to know is, what would be the conditions 
imposed upon those who make an offer to convert a 
portion of the whole building into a building else- 
where, about what it would cost, and how it could 
be done in the best way. Three parts certainly do 
not seem to be a natural division of a parallelogram; 
still less do we know the expense of taking down part 
or the whole and putting it up elsewhere, and adapt- 
ing it to the purposes for which it is designed. If 
we had some general information of this kind each 
part of the community would know what it could 
undertake to do, I think we should save time by 
waiting to hear such information on these matters as 
Captain Fowke will no doubt be able to afford us. 

Kev. Newman Hatt (Blackfriars): There are, my 
lord, many questions of detail which I believe could 
be best entered into by asmall body of practical men, 
and which can hardly be gone into in a general assem- 
bly like the present one. I beg, my lord, to put for- 
ward a claim on behalf of South Lendon. There has 
been a memorial on this subject presented to Lord 
Palmerston containing upwards of 10,000 signatures 
of working men of South London. We are all agreed 
on the importance of having a museum. It is im- 
possible to contend against the demoralising and 
debasing tendencies of the public-houses unless there 
is something of this character to attract and amuse 
the great masses of the working population in their 
hours of leisure. Itis of the utmost importance that 
these museums should be open at night when alone 
the poor man can attend. The British Museum is 
utterly useless to the masses of the people because 
it is open only in the daytime. We want museums 
for the amusement and attraction of the workpeople 
in the evenings. We are now taxed for keeping 
people in prisons for their crimes against society ; 
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how much better would it be to spend the same 
amount of money in providing them innocent and 
‘ntellectual amusement which would keep them out 
of danger. Whenan opportunity of this sort 1s given 
working people show an earnest disposition to avail 
themselves of it. The museums must be localised. 
It is too much to require a man to go several milesto 
reach a museum of this kind,and on his way there he has 
to pass hundreds of public-houses aud places of demo- 
ralising amusement, and it is difficult for him to go a 
distance after his day's work. For my own part I 
know no district of London which more requires a 
museum than the south. More and more it occurs 
that people who have the means and opportunity to 
do so remove to the suburbs, and therefore the 
locality is less desirable for those who remain residents 


‘there, and the great masses of the people require 


something to amuse them. I am persuaded the 
Government could not do a better or a cheaper thing. 
They would save it in the reduction of taxation for 
the punishment and suppression of crime, and would 
confer a boon which is much called for by aiding in 
the establishment in each district of the metropolis of 
places of innocent and intellectual recreation for the 
working classes. 

The Lorp Presipent: Having listened with great 
pleasure to the very earnest appeal of the reverend 
gentleman on behalf of South London, I should now 
be happy to hear from some other representative of 
that district what it is thought South London will do 
for themselves in this matter. 

Mr. Henry Mavpstay: I should very much like to 
know how the roof runs upon that parallelogram. Is 
it in its length or in its breadth ? 

Mr. Tire: There are three long rooms—boilers as 
they are called. 

Mr. Mavpstay: Then Iam sure we could not do 
better than ask for the whole of the building for 
South London, and I am sure, with the assistance 
of Government, we should very soon fill it. Now, 
my lord, I can state that very recently the workpeople 
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of South London filled a building of half the area of 
this with works of their own industry ; and great as 
the success of that exhibition was, it would have been 
orcater if the large employers of labour in that district 
had given the same assistance as had been afforded to 
similar exhibitions in other parts of London. Looking 
at the area that was occupied at the recent working 
men’s exhibition, I am sure it is not too much to ask 
for the whole building. If I might be permitted to 
second the proposition of the reverend gentleman who 
preceded me, I would willingly do so. I think sub- 
scriptions could be obtained in South London to a large 
amount to assist in the promotion of a local museum. 
As, however, I have no doubt claims will be urged on 
behalf of other localities, I have no wish to be too 
grasping on behalf of my own; but, at the same time, 
{ should like it to be understood that we have plenty 
of opportunities of appropriately supplying an exhibi- 
tion of the kind proposed. 
Bialesties: paren! At will help us in the further 
of the subject to hear the propositions 
that are made by each district. I gather from the 
Rev. Newman Hall and Mr. Maudslay, that South 
London would be willing to pay the cost of re-erecti 
the building and the providing of'a site. As far <I 
have understood there has been some difficult th 
south with regard to an appropriate site but ther s 
a ae = getting subscriptions for the i . 
uilding, ‘| 
Maudsley Ps ne iNet e rightly understand Mr. 
r. Maupstay: 
could readily raise thea yee my lord, we 
pee > necessary subscription for th 

erection of such portion of the buildi : 
assigned to us, and indeed to erect th ‘hale age 
a buiiding as is described in the pl e whole of such 

The Lorp Present: Can pian on the wall. 

Mr. Maupsiay: I can dua ‘lsc es 
share in the matter; and I belic we iS OP. $s 
a sum necessary for the ESN <a ace ps 
ie! : more permanent extettally, me well an’ a 
ory inte » aS well as sati 

y rnally in an educational point of =e para: 
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The Lorp Present: As to the site, may I ask 
whether the difficulty is considered insuperable ? 

Mr. Mavpsuay: I think, my lord, by no means so ; 

‘nk that may be overcome. 
peers tos Haxt: I was about to add what I 
consider we can do. Certainly to maintain the build- 
ing, certainly very soon to fill it with objects of in- 
terest. With regard to the funds, it is to the large 
employers of labour we must look for them. 

Mr. Anronro Brapy: I would beg, my lord, to put 
‘na claim for the east of London. From having 
taken a somewhat active part in this matter, I know 
that we have a promise and a fair prospect of a mag- 
nificent site in the centre of many hundreds of thou- 
sands of artizan population. It is on behalf of these 
sons of toil that I beseech your lordship to give us 
all the help youcan. The leading inhabitants of the 
district have come forward in a very promising man- 
ner. It would be unfair in me to imitate the bold 
course which has been taken by those who have pre- 
ceded me, and to ask for the whole of the building for 
the east of London; but I believe I may vie with 
those gentlemen in the assurance that we can collect 
enough objects of art and manufactures to fill double 
such a building ; and J believe there is spirit enough 
in that neighbourhood, that they will be able not 
only to keep that up, but provide a much better 

ermanent building for themselves in a short time. 
On behalf, therefore, of this numerous body of the 
bones and sinews of our national industry I beg to 
make an earnest appeal in this matter. 

The Lorp Preswwent: DoI understand Mr. Brady 
to state that there is an adinirable site in East 
London? and that there is a readiness on the part of 
the inhabitants to re-erect the whole or a portion of the 
building; also that there is a great probability of a 
more permanent building being erected ultimately ? 

Mr. Brapy: Quite so, my lord—the site is not far 
from Victoria Park, and is a very excellent one. 

Mr. Harvey Lewis, M.P.: I beg, my lord, to put in 
a claim on behalf of the north-west district of London. 


~ 
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the appeal made by my 
aL Ta 'N ey Et that ities museums should 
be localised, so that they might be eas itd aan ad 
.the working classes _after their day o toil. oa 
myself presented petitions to the House of aor : 
signed by many thousands of that class, praying for 
loans of works of art from the national repositories to 
be deposited in rooms selected for the purpose. Iam 
not at present prepared to submit any definite pro- 
position on behalf of the district I represent ; but I 
may state that the First Commissioner of Works lately 
opened an exhibition of the industry of that district 
which was highly creditable to those men. I have 
no doubt, when this matter is ventilated, that quarter 
of the metropolis will in a definite form urge its claims 
for a portion of this building. 

Dr. Hewxerr: I may be allowed, my lord, to put 
in a claim on behalf of the far east of London. The 
feeling amongst the working classes of that district 
on this subject, I can assure your lordship, is very 
strong indeed; great exertions have been tad amongst 
the working classes themselyes to establish a local 
public library and museum. To show the interest 
that Js felt in this thing, I may state that there is ft 
public-house on the roadside where they have a 
museum containing a very large collection of natural 
curiosities, and the place is very much frequented by 
the working classes, to whom the museum has proved 
a great attraction. The place itself is objectionable 
for such a purpose; but it shows the great desire that 
there is for such museums, and augurs well for the 
Upp of one of a higher character and more favour- 
ably situated. There js suspended from the publie- 


seafaring population to a great extent, the 


favourable Op iti 
Opportunities are aff, 
objects of Interest applic et eat eee 


this, and there would he no f 
ear of an abundant; 
of such objects, The hon. member for the Tee 


16 


Hamlets is aware that for years past great exertions 
have been made ‘n this district in this direction; and 
we hope through this occasion to receive such assis- 
tance as will be an encouragement to us still further 
to prosecute this good and desirable object. 

Mr. E. Dresser RoGers (Southwark): I apprehend 
your. lordship’s object in calling this meeting together 


is to hear an expression of opinion from the several 
quarters of London as to the desire to have places for 
the exhibition of works of art and other works which 
the working man ought to see; rather than to hear 
from us any special pleading with regard to the 
division of the building. But when it is found that 
the desire for such institutions 1s so very general all 
over the metropolis, 1 apprehend you will find some 
means amongst yourselves of meeting that desire, and 
with the co-operation of those who are present here 
to-day I have hopes that before long. the working 
classes in the remote districts of London will have the 
opportunity of witnessing collections similar to that 
which is gathered under this roof. Under the present 
system the working classes are to a great extent 
deprived of a pleasure which ought not to be with- 
held from them. [hope this meeting will bea practical 
one, and IJ trust that practical good in this direction 
will result from your lordship’s invitation to this meet- 
ing. On the part of the south of London I can con- 
frm what has already been so well stated as to the 
strong desire of that district to have au institution of 
this kind, to which I believe a very liberal local sup- 
port and encouragement would be afforded. 

Mr. Beresrorp Horr, M.P.: The creat difficulty I 
apprehend will be the satisfactory division and appor- 
tionment of this building for which so many claims 
have been put forward. We have aclaim for museums 
from the east, the north, the north-east, and the south 
of London. But admitting all these claims to be fair 
and reasonable, how will the object be effecte 
a portion of this building is granted, for instance, to 
South London, it will be as unavailable for portions 
of the south of London, such as Deptford and Batter- 
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cea. as the present museum here. If by any process 
oF cates is could place portions of this building in 
Medea’s cauldron and bring them out perfect struc- 
tures, multiplied to the extent required, we might 
have some hope of satisfying the demands made upon 
it. Certainly there ought not to be less than five 
local museums; if you do not have that number at 
least some districts will consider themselves slighted. 
I would suggest that this meeting, called as it has 
been at short notice, and not knowing what was to be 
done, is incompetent to come to a conclusion. The 
general feeling being strongly in favour of the esta- 
blishment of these museums, I apprehend the next 
step will be, as was the case with the numerous schemes 
for railways—to lay down a general plan first, and 
then for the various localities to stir in the matter 
with the view of establishing five museums; for I do 
not see that less than five could satisfy the people of 
London. 

Rey. TI. J. Rowsett: I do not know whether it is a 
proper question to put; but several gentlemen haye 
spoken of sites being available for these museums. 
May I ask them to be good enough to mention those 
sites ; because a great deal depends upon the sites, 
as to how far the working classes could avail them- 
selves of the opportunities offered. I confess I don’t 
know where the site would be for South London, but 
I presume the gentlemen of that district know about 
that. I represent the east, and I know no quarter 
of London would be more ready than they to avail 
themselves of this opportunity for acquiring a local 
museum ; but we are wholly in ignorance as to how 
far this building is capable of adaptation for the pur- 
t ii re ea » and we shail go away, as at cred in- 

rmed, with an ]j ide¢ : 
will not bea ete tenaaae al vie pers 
de novo. eee, eee De tnanaS 
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place I think it is extremely satisfactory that so 

many should have come from all parts of London and 

expressed the strongest possible opinion as to the 

desirability of district museums being established. 

Further than that, we have had gentlemen from differ- 

ent districts stating the claims they consider those 

districts have; some have even gon® 80 far as to 

speak of sites ready for the purpose 5 but I think the 
whole matter before us must be considered as of a 
preliminary character. 1 think it would be wrong 

to separate without the Department stating - that 
six months should be given in which each district 
might consider the matter and bring its plans defi- 
nitely before the Department. We certainly had 
intended that. It was our desire that this general 
discussion should take place and this general expres- 
sion of opinion be given ; and after that | hope gentle- 
men will be good enough to send in writing a detailed 
statement of what they are ready to do, and what they 
would ask for in the competitive claim for this build- 
ing, whatever its value may be. I find that Captain 
Fowke has gone away to execute some commission, but 
I think it is sufficient for our present purpose to take 
it as anaccepted fact that such a professional exami- 
nation of the building has been made as to admit of 
its being divided into certain portions ; and before we 
go into a desultory conversation it should be under- 
stood that this assembly is not called upon to come 
to any decision to-day, but that it 1s most useful to 
have the subject ventilated in the way that it has 
been. 

_ Mr. W. A. Hows (North-east): I should. be glad, 
my lord, if we could have some little information given 
us of the average durability of iron buildings of this 
kind. We are quite certain of one thing—that it, will 
be a difficult matter to divide this building into five 
portions; and I fear the probability is it will cost 
more money to adapt the portions of the building 
that. may be granted than it would to erect a new 
building altogether. I am happy to see Mr. ‘Tite 
here, who.can give us a competent opinion upon the 
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architectural part of the question, and also Mr. 
Maudslay, who can give us a practical opinion as to 
the merits of this iron structure and its probable 
durability. We are told by the poet that 
“ A thing of beauty is a joy for ever,” 
but I apprehend that will not be applicable to this 
building. I want to hear something as to its dura- 
bility. I am not competent to give an opinion myself, 
The Lorp Preswwent: 1 would venture to suggest 
that what is now stated is very sensible; but L think 
it had better be considered that we are acting upon 
competent advice in regarding this building as one 
which is capable of being divided into portions, suitable 
for the purposes to which it is proposed to appropriate 
them. At the same time I think the districts would 
act rashly if they took the offer at once, and in making 
their propositions hereafter they would no doubt 


appoint a competent person to see how far the. 


building was available for their special requirements ; 
and I can promise them that every facility for so 
doing will be placed at their command by the officers 
of the Department; but I feel convinced we shall lose 
ourselves if we go into the details now. 


Lord Exury: I rise to make a suggestion which 


may save some time. Your lordship has stated this 
to be only a preliminary meeting. I presume this 
will not be the only meeting that will take place, and 
that we shall meet again at a future time. It is im- 
possible to go into a discussion now as to the probable 
duration of iron in this place; we are not assembled 
for a scientific inquiry of that nature. But it is of 
importance that we should know what the building is 
of which we are now talking about: I don’t know 
whether these plans would assist us. I have no 
doubt many like myself are ill-qualified to say much 
about them. But if your lordship falls in with the 
suggestion I think it would aid us very much if there 
were some lithographed plans prepared with descrip- 
tions showing into how many parts and in what 
manner this building might be divided. With these 
facts and explanations before us we could better — 
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the subject on a future occasion; and we should be 
spared the waste of time, which I consider 1t to be, of 
discussing matters of which we are ignorant. If this 
were done we should come to the next meeting better 
prepared. 
Mr. Trre: I think I can put this matter straight. 
This plan is quite intelligible to me. What is sug- 
gested is that this mass of buildings should be divided 
into three portions, which would be each about 90 feet 
long and about 126 feet wide. The two ends would 
form one portion and the centre the other. In that 
building there is much useful and valuable material. 
I believe its original cost was 12,000/., but 1b would 
not be worth much as old materials. Gentlemen 
may take it for granted that the building is capable 
of being divided into three parts of about the 
dimensions I have stated. As regards the value of 
the building for these purposes each district will judge 
for itself, as also whether it is suitable for its require- 
ments. A very large question has been introduced. 
I happened to have the honour to be upon a committee 
on the subject of the British Museum; and although 
that was the point to which the inquiry was directed, 
st was sufficiently manifest from the evidence taken 
that the establishment of district museums in London 
was considered highly desirable. I am delighted to 
find gentlemen of position and influence in the various 
districts supporting those views, because I think these 
‘nstitutions will be a means of taking people away 
from the public-houses, and giving them many of the 
advantages which are enjoyed in this great muscunt 
and in the British Museum. I am glad to see on all 
hands an earnest desire to carry out your lordship’s 
views. To a certain extent the materials of this 
building are valuable. As to its inelegancies I 
believe the external part is iron, which has been kept 
in good condition by painting. [am glad to find your 
lordship’s suggestions so well received. An interim 
of some months I think is desirable during which the 
several districts will be able to mature their plans and 
ascertain what their requirements may be. As regards 
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all the money being found by Government I feel very 
sure that will not happen; but I have no doubt 
assistance will be given to those who show a dis- 
- position to help themselves. With regard to the 
request that has been made that the sites should be 
stated, I have a decided objection to that, because the 
moment a situation was spoken of, an enormously 
enhanced price would be sure to be put upon the land; 
therefore the less said about the sites at present the 
better it would be. 

Mr. Francis 8. Poweit, M.P.: We must take it 
that a responsible examination of the building has 
been made; but if the Government is to meet the 
action of the various parts of London of a voluntary 
character, it will be convenient that the various 
districts should know what is the expense to which 
they will be exposed by the purchase or otherwise, 
removal, and re-erection of portions of this building. 
It is not improbable, I think, that, as has been sug- 
gested, the expense of removal and transformation 
of the structure will be more than the result will 
warrant. I do not profess any architectural know- 
ledge of the subject, but it occurs to me whether it 
is worth while to hire a temporary building, the 
expenses attending which may be so large that it 
might be wiser policy to grapple with the larger 
question of erecting a permanent structure at once, 
In an instance with which I am acquainted this has 
been done; and I have this idea, that we should be 
informed pretty accurately what is likely to be the 
expense incident to pulling down and re-erecting in a 
homely manner one-third of this building. [ think 
we ought to keep in the most distinct manner before 
our eyes the idea that each of these museums 1s to 
be a new museum—that there is pot to be a disinte- 
eration of this museum ; because if that idea once 
gets abroad I am persuaded it will be fatal to the 
scheme. I know noreason why, if South Kensington 
is to be broken up, it should be done for London 
alone: but Dublin, Edinburgh, Liverpool, M anchester, 
and Birmingham, and other great towns, would put in 
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a claim for their share of the benefits. Therefore it 
will be as well it should be distinctly understood that 
South Kensington is to be kept in its integrity; 
otherwise claims will be made by the provinces for a 
share of the distribution. 

Right Hon. H. A. Bruce: The hon. gentleman 
has asked a question which it is obviously impossible 
to answer now, but which it will be easy to answer at 
a future tine; that is, as to the probable cost of the 
removal of the portions of the structure which are 
worth removing to the different parts of the metropolis. 
Representing as I do a large iron producing district, 
I may say a great portion of this structure may be 
looked upon as permanent; the pillars, girders, 
window-frames, and all those parts which are not 
so much exposed to the action of the air, may be 
looked upon as being of a lasting character. With 
respect to the roof it may be different, but that is 
accompanied by the consolatory reflection that you 
are not bound to adhere to the exact form of the 
present building. Mr. Tite has understated the 
dimensions. Instead of 90 feet length it is 226 feet. 
(Mr. Tite—And the third of that for each portion. ) 
You must take the whole breadth and one-third of the 
length; whereas Mr. Tite gave you one-third of the 
length and one-third of the breadth. There will be 
no difficulty in disposing of these materials in a more 
elegant form than they exhibit now, and I have no 
doubt there is enough taste in London to apply these 
materials in an ornamental manner. si 

Mr. Remmincron : I rise, my lord, in the interest of 
the north of London. What we want in our district 
is the help of the Government to establish a museum, - 
in the first place, on the same principle as South 
Kensington. _We do not want there birds, beasts, and 
fishes, but a museum by which the working classes 
would be instructed ; and if that were done a school 
of art would very soon follow. ‘Working men, when 
their business is over for the day, do not feel inclined 
to take a journey of five or six miles to visit. this 
museum ; and we consider that constitutes a great claim 
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on behalf of the north and north-east of London for the 
help of the Government in establishing a local museum. 
Looking at the success of the recent industrial ex- 
hibitions in the metropolis, we consider if museums 
were opened they would be highly successful, and we 
shall only be too happy to receive any assistance we 
can obtain. 

Mr. Murpry (Lambeth) : Ishould like to say that 
I think a large number of those present to-day will be 
opposed to the postponing of this matter for so long 
a period as six months. Itis a long time in the history 
of one’s life, and I think even a postponement for 
three months is too long. On the ~_ of South 
London, I may say we should be ready in a week. 
During the present session of Parliament 50 or 60 
petitions have been presented from South London on 
the subject of local museums, and for the opening of 
the national collections at night, and we have presented 
a memorial to the prime minister, containing 10,000 
signatures, on this very subject. Our desire 1s to 
know clearly and definitely what position the Govern- 
ment will take, and how far they will be willing to aid 
us in this particular matter. I quite endorse what. 
has been said by previous er 
gentlemen of sufficient public spirit to start such a 
museum, and that there are thousands upon thousands 
of the working classes waiting to avail themselves of 
its advantages. Already two working mens ex- 
hibitions have been held ; one during the late months 
of inclement weather, but that did not prevent it being 
so filled with visitors of an evening that the doors had 
to be closed, though payment was charged for ad- 
mission. I am quite sure Government aid in this 
direction would bring about a great and good work 
for the entire metropolis. It was stated in the House 
of Commons last night that we cannot expect a grant 
of public money for this purpose ; but I may remind 
the meeting that there has been a grant of 15,0007. 
from the Crown lands for a specific purpose, and as 
there is so large an extent of Crown lands in every 
quarter of London, they might be disposed to meet 
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us in some Way sn reference to this most desirable 
object. I am satisfied that, not merely as a matter 
of amusement, but also for educational purposes, the 
Government would gain immeasurable benefit in the 
establishment of museums of this kind. On behalf of 
South London, I would say, as soon as any definite 
project is proposed we shall be prepared in a_ very 
short time to state what we are prepared to do in the 
matter. 

Mr. Bensamin Lucrart (Hoxton): I would say a 
word, my lord, not so much in respect of the building 
as on behalf of the class to which I belong. I am 
to-day in a representative character. At a meeting 
of working men held in Hoxton last evening, 1 was 
requested to attend here to-day to express their views 
on this subject. I do not think it would do to pro- 
pose a plan accompanied by any great expense to the 
working classes in any quarter of London ; what Iam 
certain they would do is, they would make it success- 
ful if it is initiated by those who have the power and 
the means to do it. I agree with gentlemen who 
have spoken that we have too many gin palaces in the 
way of the working classes. In coming to South 
Kensington they have to pass not five or six of those 
places, but five or six hundred of them; and great 
inducements they are to the working man-—not that 
I mean to stigmatize the working class as inebriates ; 
as a rule they are sober men, and all they require 1s 


that the opportunities may be afforded of improving 
ce 


themselves. They do not ask this in the way o 


and they look to those in power to put it in their way. 
It would only be judicious on the part of the wealthier 


sington, and rumbling down here in an omnibus from 
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Hoxton takes an hour and a half, which I look on as 
so much time lost from my enjoyment here. I have 
a desire to improve myself and to become a better work- 
man ; and that which I say of myself may be said of 
the great masses of the working classes. We have a 
desire to improve ourselves in that which we get our 
living by. My own occupation is that of a cabinet 
maker, and if I want to do something better than I 
have yet done, there is nothing I can go to and sce 
what was done, capitally, by some one 100 or 200 
years ago. Suppose I have a gothic chair ordered, 1 
don’t want exactly to copy what some one else has 
done in gothic times, but I want to see what their 
ideas were. On coming down here ona Saturday 
afternoon, the first thing I do is to sit down, because 
I am tired, but I never go back with the same pleasure 
as I come. It suggests itself to my mind that an in- 
justice is done to myself and to my own class, that 
nothing has been done to bring these means of in- 
struction and self-improvement within a more reason- 
able distance and more readily accessible ; and it seems 
to me as if { was not wanted here. I am glad this 
large public institution has been filled as it is. Wein 
the distant parts of London do not envy you this 
establishment, but our desire is to have something of 
the kind for ourselves. I hope, my lord, you will turn 
your attention to this fact that it is for the benefit of 
the whole nation. We have to compete with the 
whole world in our arts and manufactures ; politicians 
have done that for us, they have opsnes our markets 
up to the working men of the whole world. ‘he 
working men on the continent have larger opportuni- 
ties of improving in taste and manufacture than is the 
case at home, therefore we are at a disadvantage. 
1 am as good a free-trader as ever existed, but let us 
have the means of being able to compete with those 
who have now better opportunities of improving their 
taste than we have. I speak for my class when I say 
we shall be glad if you will do something for us in 
this way, not in the way of charity but in the way of 
justice. 
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Mr. Ayrton, M.P.: We must bear in mind that 
the noble lord in the chair has important public 
duties to perform, and 1 think we ought not to detain 
his lordship further from them. He has invited this 
meeting to receive his explanation of the manner in 
which this building may be appropriated, and we 
have sufficient ‘nformation, I think, to enable us to 
form a general idea of what can be done in this 
matter, and it remains to be seen what we in our 
respective districts shall be able to do towards meeting 
the offer that has been made to us. The noble lord 
has explained that he does not expect any definite 
propositions from us to-day, but his lordship will go 
away with the information he has received, and it 
only remains for each district to come forward with 
a plan in @ definite shape withm six months, so 
that it may be duly considered and decided upon. 
Some think that period 1s too long, but when you 
recollect that the Department will not be ready to 
receive propositions unless accompanied by evidence 
that the building is to be dedicated to the purposes 
for which it is given, I do not think the period pro- 
posed 1s too lengthened a one. It appears, therefore, 
to me that we have so far accomplished the purpose 
for which we have met, and that we are not justified 
in detaining the noble earl in the chair while we 
carry on a general debate on this subject. I am sure, 
therefore, you will all concur in expressing your cordial 
thanks to his lordship for having given us the infor- 
mation which he wanted us together to hear from 
him, and for the courteous manner in which he has 
presided over this meeting. 

Mr. J. J. Briscor, M.P.: I would beg to be allowed 
the privilege to second the vote of thanks that has just 
been proposed. T may add, that I have been re- 
quested to ask whether on the part of the Council it 
is their intention to present this building to the 
different districts of London as a free gift, because 
the question of the expense of the removal has been 
mentioned, and some doubt may be entertaine 
whether it is worth the expense of removing. | be- 
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lieve the whole cost originally was not above 10,000/. 
(Mr. Henry Cole: 12,000/.) I hope the offer of 
the noble lord will not be attended with any: very 
stringent conditions which may tend to lessen the 
value of the gift. It has given me a degree of satis- 
faction more than I can express to have attended 
this meeting, because it has afforded an opportunity 
for a unanimous expression of opinion that the object 
of providing district museums in different parts of 
this great metropolis, is one which it is most desirable 
should be carried out; and the noble lord may leave 

this meeting with the convictiou that whether further 

proceedings are postponed for three months or six 
months, no very long period can elapse before this 

object is carried out for the benefit of a class of the 

community who deserve every encouragement that 

can be given to them in such a matter. I beg to 
second the resolution of thanks to the noble lord 
which my honourable friend Mr. Ayrton has proposed, 
for his kindness in calling this meeting, and for the 
ability and courtesy he has displayed on this as on all 


occasions when we have the happiness to meet his 
lordship. 


Theresolution having been carried by acclamation— 


The Lorp Presipent rose and said: In few words 
I beg to thank you for the resolution you have just 
carried in so kind a manner. In fact I think that thanks 
are the other way; I am sincerely obliged to those 
who have come here to-day, all agreeing to promote 
an object which I believe to be one of very great im- 
portance. With regard to South Kensington Museum, 
so far from feeling any jealousy, we wish to see these 
district museums spring up wherever they are likely 
to be useful and agreeable. So far from their being 
likely to lessen the number of visitors to this museum, 
I believe they would induce more frequent visits to 
this institution, particularly when the completion of 
the metropolitan system of railways renders it more 
easy of access than it is from many parts of London 
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at the present time. Our feeling in that respect is 
not one of alarm on the score of the want of attendance 
here. What we have done to-day, though not of a 
definite character, is a good work. This assembly, I 
feel, has a right to speak for London; and you have 
decided that it is desirable to have district museums. 
We have heard the claims of the several districts. 
As men of business you have proposed as much 
as jt is at all possible to do; but looking at the 
manner in which the claims have been advocated 
it gives me hopes that something like rivalry will 
be excited in respect of the voluntary efforts that 
will be made in this direction. I must say I was 
much struck by the remarks of Mr. Lucratt, repre- 
senting as he does a class whose feelings, I believe, 
he has described with perfect truth, the really sound 
portion of the labouring classes. He expressed those 
feclings, too, in language which it gave me great 
pleasure to hear ; and when he stated the requirements 
of the workmen of this country he did not overstate 
them. But with regard to voluntary action, where 
there are great numbers of workmen there are great 
and wealthy employers of labour, and it is from such 
quarters that support in a movement of this kind may 
be looked for. I certainly adhere to the suggestion 
that I made, that an interval of six months should be 
given for the propositions to be put into a shape that 
they can be practically entertained and dealt with. 
During that period every facility will be given to the 
promoters of this scheme to obtain all the information 
they require. From the hints that have been thrown 
out by some gentlemen, they evidently do not pay 
very strict regard to the old proverb of not “ looking 
‘<a gift horse in the mouth.” We do not propose this 
as any extravagant gift on the part of the Government. 
We should get a certain sum for the old materials, 
and you must remember if you wished to purchase 
such materials you would have to pay nearly as much 
as we did in the first instance for them. Therefore it 
will amount to 12,000/., with deduction for wear and. 
tear, given to the metropolis for the purposes of these 
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museums. | We propose to make this gift—or at a 
price merely nominal—accompanied by certain condi- 
tions which it is not necessary for me to define now. 
I must say I am _ not quite prepared to give up my 
own little plan, which might be the subject of arrange- 
ment with the different districts; but upon hearing 
their propositions ‘t can be decided whether it should 
be a gift in perpetuity, or whether they should pay @ 
small rent for a number of years to assist the collection. 
But what we propose at present is, that if they on 
their part can fulfil the necessary conditions, we will 

‘ve the materials free of expense at the respective 
sites chosen. I think we ought to take the six months ; 
there is a great deal to be considered. Some districts 
require organization, and we shall have time to consl- 
der their proposals. We are, moreover, not pre ared 
to hand over the materials to-morrow. It will also 
take some time to remove the buildings and have them 
ready for those who may desire to profit by them. 
beg to thank those who have come here to-day for the 
very cordial way ‘n which they have entered into the 
objects for which we have assembled. 


The proceedings then terminated. 
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The following is 2 description of the Tron BurLDING: 


The Iron Building ‘+; made up of three parallel ranges 
or blocks placed side by side. The two outside ranges 
are provided with a first or gallery floor ; the centre range 
is kept as _a clear space from the ground floor to the roof, 
the first floor being omitted in this part of the building, 
except at the ends, where a narrow gallery connects those 
already mentioned as occupying the first floors of the side 


The building is constructed on ® unit of 14 feet, that 
is to say, the iron columns which support the floors are at, 
that distance apart ; + follows from this, that all horizontal 
dimensions are multiples of 14, thus, the entire len gth is 
966 feet, and the breadth of each range is 42 feet, making 
a total width of 126 feet. 

The height of the gallery is also 14 feet above the 
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. Ppround floor, and the eaves of the roof are at a further 
 Wheight of 14 feet. 


A separate roof spans each of the ranges, the inter- 
mediate or valley girders, with their supporting columns, 
being common to each two contiguous roofs, 


The building is a mixed construction of cast and wrought 
iron, and wood. 


Cast-iron columns 14 feet apart are connected longi- 
tudinally by wrought-iron girders; these support lighter 
wrought-iron binders running transversely at half-bay, or 
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a 7 feet intervals, which in turn carry the timber joisting, 
a The joisting of the ground floor, also of timber, raised 18 
Be inches from the ground level, is carried on wooden binders 
Be resting in shoes cast on the bases of the columns, and the 
Bi flooring is in both cases of wood. 

a In the outside wall or shell the columns are replaced by 
& cast-iron standards of K{ section; these occur at every 7 
@ feet and support the ends of the outer ranges of binders 


above mentioned, and they are connected at the levels of 
the eaves, first floor, and ground floor, respectively, by 
horizontal girders or transoms, also of cast iron, which in 
the two latter cases are flanged to receive the ends of the 
floor joists, while to those at the eaves are connected the 
principals of the roof. | 


The roofs are segmental in section, the versed sine or 
rise of the segment being 10 feet, the curved principal 
rafters are of J iron, trussed with wrought-iron tie rods 
and cast-iron struts, and occur at 7 feet intervals. 


A skylight 12 feet wide runs along the centre, the entire 
length of each roof; this is all of iron, and is raised 2 feet 
above the roof to give space for louvre openings beneath 
its eaves. The covering of the building both of roof and 
walls is of corrugated iron, that of the walls is lined with 
matched boarding slid in between the inside flanges of the 

all standards. This roof covering is the only part of 
he buiiding which shows any Symptoms of deterioration ; 


he whole of the internal structure being as likely to last 
s when first erected. 
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It is obvious from the principle of construction that the 
building is capable of being subdivided transversely into 
S many portions as may be desired, each portion being in 
ength a multiple of 14 feet, but that it cannot be divided 
bngitudinally without necessitating considerable recon- 
ruction and consequent expense, _ : 
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If divided into three parts they would measure respec 
tively — 

No. 1,126 ft. x 98 ft. 

No. 2, 126 ft. x 84 ft. 

No. 3, 126 ft. x 84 ft. 


If four divisions were required, their dimensions would 
e— 
No. 1, 126 ft. x 70 ft. 
No. 2, 126 ft. x 70 ft. 
No. 3, 126 ft. x 56 ft. 
No. 4, 126 ft. x 70 ft. 


A subdivision into five would give— 
No. 1, 126 ft. x 56 ft. 
No. 2, 126 ft. x 56 ft. 
No. 3, 126 ft. x 56 ft. 
No. 4, 126 ft. x 42 ft. 
No. 5, 126 ft. x 56 ft. 


To each of these portions there would have to be added 
at least one, and in some cases two, end walls, which would 
probably be constructed in brickwork, and in conjunction 
with this work, and in the same material, there might be 
added such supplementary premises as might be deemed 
necessary Or advisable adjuncts to the Local Museums; 
such, for instance, as vestibules, library, offices, and rooms 
for porters, for waiting, and for refreshments. By taking 
advantage of this construction a front of a more OF less 
pleasing or architectural character could be given to the 
building. 

In cases where the limited nature of the funds would 
not permit of any such additions, it is suggested that they 
should, nevertheless, be considered in placing the iron 
building on the proposed site, so that any future additions 
might be made in front, and so keep this useful, but in 
external appearance somewhat homely, structure in the 


background. 
(Signed) =F. Fowkeg, Capt. R.E. 
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